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Traffic cameras about safety, not revenue
Published: June 7, 2011 at 8:44 PM
COLUMBIA, Mo., June 7 (UPI) -- Traffic cameras, seen by some as municipal "money spinners." are critical to
public safety and benefits outweigh any potential abuses, a U.S. researcher says.

"A red light camera is not a panacea for traffic problems; it is a very effective tool for safe and efficient
transportation," said Carlos Sun. an associate professor of civil engineering at the University of Missouri.
"Just like any other tool, it should be used responsibly in the proper situation," he said. "The decision to use
automated traffic enforcement tools requires a balancing act, but we shouldn't take away an effective tool just
because of the potential for abuse."
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics indicate running red lights accounts for 883 fatalities and
165,000 injuries each year, a UM release said Tuesday.
Sun said his study of numerous automated speed enforcement studies from around the world found the cameras to
be effective at improving safety overall.
Still, he said, he found room for improvement. With a lack of coordination among automated traffic enforcement
laws throughout the legal system, Sun said, state legislators need to create laws regarding operation, privacy and
jurisdiction.
Despite the potential for cameras to just "generate revenue," Sun said, checks and balances among traffic engineers,
traffic enforcement, city administration, legislators and citizens should ultimately keep abuse in check.

Stressed show horses may spread equine
herpes
Current equine herpes outhreak h,IS k illr-d at least Il horses and sirkl'lled 7:!.
inlO slates
By Jennifer Viegas updated 6/7/2011 3:56:27 PM ET

Equine herpes, a highly contagious infection among horses that can be fatal, may spread when
stressed out show horses come together for competitions, according to animal health experts.
That appears to have helped fuel the current equine herpes outbreak, which has killed at least [2
horses and sickened 72 others in 10 states so far. These states include Arizona, California,
Colorado, Idaho. New Mexico, Nevada, Oklahoma. Oregon, Utah and Washington.
"Most adult horses are infected with the virus," Philip Johnson, a prufessor of equine
internal medicine at the University uf Missouri's College of Veterinary Medicine, told
Discovery News. "Like most herpes viruses - human and animal- infection leads tu a
life-long association between the virus and the host. In must healthv horses most of the
time, the host's immune system prevents the virus from going active and being espeeiallv
contagious."
Given "the right circumstances," however, he said "the virus can defeat the constraints or the
host's immune system and go active."
Such circumstances likely were in place at the National CUlling Horse Association's Western
National Championships held at the Golden Spike Event Center in Ogden, Utah, from April 29
to May 8. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, this event resulted in 32 confirmed
cases of equine herpes, with these horses later spreading the disease to other victims.
Johnson explained that while the virus can "go active in any horse at any time, it's very likely
that the immune system has something to do with it. Congregated horses corning together to
compete are stressed, adversely affecting the immune system's function."
Another factor is that the virus comes in two strains, with one strain more likely to cause
neurological problems than the other. Symptoms can include a fever of I02 degrees Fahrenheit
or higher, nasal discharge from the nostrils, unusual tiredness, weakness, leaning, urine
dribbling, reduced tail tone, and a difficulty or inability to stand.

Direct horse-to-horse contact, breathing in the virus. contaminated hands of horse workers, and
equipment, tack and food harboring the virus can alllcad to transmission of the disease.
Bruce King, state veterinarian of Utah, shared that "EHV -I (equine herpes) is not transmissible
to people." But due to the "highly infectious" nature of this particular outbreak, numerous
secondary cases in horses have occurred, leading to the "quarantine of the veterinary teaching
hospitals in Fort Collins, Colorado. and Pullman, Washington."
King said "voluntary isolation" of infected horses is encouraged, "with a minimum of two
temperatures taken and recorded per day on each horse."
Acting Arizona State Veterinarian John Hunt further recommends that "isolation and monitoring
continue for 28 days after any clinical signs of disease are observed."
Hunt agrees that the illness "poses no threat to humans." but Johnson said it could affect other
animals, such as mules. donkeys, alpacas, llamas. giraffes and gazelles. So far, the latest
outbreak seems to have only impacted horses.
Veterinarians may treat victims with anti-inflammatory drugs, anti-viral drugs and antibiotics for
secondary infections. Slings and body padding could be required to help the horses stand up,
while intravenous feeding and use of a urinary catheter may also provide additional medical
support.
The disease has been documented for at least six decades. but it has resulted in a number of
headline-generating outbreaks in recent years.
"It has been conjectured that horse owners subject their competitive horses to more intense
confinement. more transport between shows. and stress and transport than they used to, making it
easier for the activated virus to pass quickly between horses," Johnson said, adding that grouping
"the horses more closely together in temporary housing at horse shows" could also facilitate
spread of the disease.
Some vaccines provide protection against the less debilitating form of the virus, but they do not
appear to protect against the neurological syndrome. Several virologists are now working on a
vaccine that they hope will target this particularly virulent Iorrn of herpes.
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Missouri football players spend a day
volunteering in Joplin

Dave Matter/Tribune I Buy this photo
Missouri football players work to clean up a property devastated by the tornado in Joplin. Thirty
two players took part Friday.
By Dave Matter
Tucsdav, June 7, 2011
Oh ... my ... God," Gary Pinkel gasped.
Pinkel has been coaching college football players for more than 30 years, and ifhe ever
wondered how to get a busload of them quiet, he unlocked the mystery Friday.
Drive them through a war zone.
"Oh ... my ... God"

That's all Pinkel could say as the White Knight coach bus crept east on 15th Street in Joplin,
giving Pinkel and his Missouri football players their first view of the town leveled by last
month's tornado.
Jaws hung wide open. Camera phones clicked. Thirty-two college football players sat in silence,
with sheets of glass separating them from the carnage outside.
They saw houses ripped open, roofs blown off and walls torn down.
Trees were uprooted like weeds in a garden. The trees left standing were stripped down to trunks
and shorn limbs, like a kindergartener's stick-figure drawing.
Street signs were scattered across lawns. Stop lights, too.
"Look, there's a mattress up in that tree," Pinkel said. breaking the quiet.
For the group of players who volunteered their Friday to help clean up the tornado's path of
destruction, this was their first taste of reality.
"You see so many things on TV, but it's not real until you're actually there," wide receiver Wes
Kemp said a few hours later. "Now, it's like, that's where somebody lived. There's thousands of
people who don't have homes right now. Where are they right now? They're just scattered with
friends and family. It just makes it so much more real."
The day had just begun.

•
Countless volunteers have descended on Joplin since the May 22 tornado damaged or destroyed
more than 8,000 homes and 500 commercial properties in southwest Missouri. Twelve days after
the twister tore through more than six miles ofthe town, Pinkel and MU's contingent made the
four-hour bus ride to join the corps of volunteers. The first stop off Highway 44 was Trade X
Sales, a home-furnishing store on North Main Street in Joplin. The store's warehouse is being
used to store goods donated to tornado victims. And the Tigers brought a bunch.
The previous Saturday, MU packed its 18-wheel semi with donated items collected at D. Rowe's
restaurant, owned by former Missouri player David Rowe. On Friday, the semi followed Pinkel's
bus of players to Joplin. For about an hour, the players unloaded the pallets of goods and hauled
them into the warehouse.
Inside, the walls were lined with rows of diapers, cleaning supplies, bedding, children's toys,
clothes and an ocean's worth of bottled water.
Pinkels party was a cross-section of his 2011 roster. Defense and offense, white and black,
starter and backup. Established veterans like All-American tight end Michael Egnew worked
alongside walk-ons like linebacker Daniel Carpenter. Soccer players Kendra Collins and Haley

Krentz joined them. Friday was the football players' day off between summer workouts, but at 7
a.rn., this bleary-eyed group loaded a bus bound for hell.
'This is my home state." Kemp said. "I'm from Missouri .... How could you not come here and
help?"
Among the MU crew was former star quarterback Chase Daniel, who brought along New
Orleans Saints teammate Tyler Lorenzen. On Saturday, Daniel signed autographs at a Columba
car dealership with all the proceeds - more than $4,500 - going to United for Joplin, the
United Way's campaign to help tornado victims.
"The state of Missouri has been so good for me," Daniel said. "'I played four amazing years here.
The fans have been so amazing the whole entire time .... They come from all over to watch us.
The least we can do is come here and help them."
To help the cause, MU printed T-shirts that read, "One State. One Spirit, One Mizzou," and has
sold 16,000 since the storm, raising more than $175,000 for United for Joplin.

•
Next stop, Forest Park Baptist Church on South Highview Avenue. In the wake of the storm, the
church became local headquarters for Samaritan's Purse, an international disaster relief
organization that helps with volunteer projects in ravaged towns like Joplin. Missouri's crew
stopped there for lunch and an orientation session on the day's next assignment.
To get there, the bus made the chilling drive down 15th Street.
"It'sjust, it's mind-boggling," Daniel said. "You see it on TV, you see it in the newspapers and
on video, and yeah, it looks horrible. But it looks like you're on a movie set. It doesn't look
real."
"It was a devastating picture, not even close to seeing it on TV," Pinkel said. "You just think
how sad it is. In 20 seconds, people's lives changed."
Including Rachel Greene. The president of the MU Alumni Association chapter in Joplin was
standing in her driveway at 25th Street and Connecticut when the tornado sirens went off. As the
twister got closer, she ran inside to the crawl space. She had to settle for a closet.
"It started raining in the closet," she said.
Seconds later, most of her roof was gone. Rain soaked everything inside. The wind was so
powerful, it moved her house off its foundation. Greene has since moved in with her younger
sister. Her car was destroyed in the storm, too.

"It's like a bad dream that you're not coming out of," she said. "But the spirit of the people of
Joplin is unlike anything I've ever seen. The state of Missouri has come together to help pitch in.
Just seeing what my alma mater has done has blown my mind."
That's why Greene was waiting in the church parking lot for Missouri's bus, to thank Pinkel and
the players for visiting the nightmare, even if only for a day.

•
The blown-out windows and splintered trees didn't impact Mark Hill like it did his teammates.
He'd grown numb to the damage after spending four days in Joplin immediately after the
tornado. Last summer, Hill's dad and stepmom moved to Joplin from Branson. His stepsiblings
are scattered around town, too.
"The first time I drove through, you're just emotionally drained," said Hill, a sophomore
offensive lineman. "You're just shocked. It's hard to think. It's like whenever somebody passes
away. You think they're just going to come back. You think you're going to drive back through
and everything's going to be OK. But every time you turn around, you see a car wrapped around
a telephone pole or a big metal beam twisted in half that you'd never think could be lifted off the
ground."
Hill's parents' home was spared. His siblings' houses escaped the storm, too. A friend's house
was badly damaged, and Hill spent several days ripping through sheet rock and fastening tarps as
makeshift roofs.
"We had to use a GPS just to get around because none of the road signs were up," he said. "It
was a shock."
After coming back to Columbia for offseason workouts, he started organizing Friday's trip. A
handful of teammates quickly agreed to join him.
"That was a big deal for me, too, especially Joplin being a place where I live," he said. "It was
almost like they were helping me out. Not that I was affected, but people I know were affected
here. "

•
After eating lunch alongside volunteers from all over the Midwest - out-of-state license plates
included Iowa, Indiana, Arkansas, Wisconsin and Kansas - the Missouri players headed inside
the church to watch a safety video. Pinkel and Daniel had flown back to Columbia - Pinkel was
meeting with a recruit in town on an unofficial visit - but the rest were headed to one of the
worst areas of destruction. After the video, a volunteer offered one last warning: "You are going
into a zone of decimation."
Of all the streets left ravaged by the storm, these Tigers were assigned to ... 1380 Kansas
Avenue, enough irony to stir a few laughs on such a somber day.

At the comer of Kansas and 19th Street, they found a one-story white house, battered but still
standing. The lawn was littered with memories and debris that came from who knows how many
miles away. A tree had been plucked from the ground and smashed into a fence. Household
items had to be separated from metal objects and fragments of wood, all of which were to be
piled along the curb.
Kemp and wideout Jerrell Jackson hauled a washing machine from outside of the house. Then
came a refrigerator. It took no less than five players to unravel a mangled garage door from
under a tree trunk. Others carried metal beams, shingles, furniture. Wideout Terry Dennis found
parts of a car bumper still attached to the taillight.
Clouds of dust and the smell of rotting flesh lingered everywhere. Hill discovered one source, a
dead squirrel embedded in the grass like a lawn ornament.
"Just to have a house, we should feel extremely fortunate," Kemp said. "These people were
probably feeling fortunate when" Hurricane "Katrina happened. Now it happened to them, the
same type of devastation. You just have to count your blessings and never take things for
granted."
As the players worked, a family arrived. For the last 18 years, Carol Mann. 36, has lived in the
house with her mother, Sharon, 62. Both suffer from seizures and neither can drive a car. And
when the tornado hit, they huddled in a bathroom.
"It sounded like a freight train was coming," Carol said.

Neither was hurt. They've since moved in with Sharon's sister, Patricia Williams, and her
husband, Patrick. They live 10 blocks south, and their house suffered only minor wind damage.
"When you see this devastation, you realize how fragile life is," Patricia said. "Possessions at
this point don't mean anything."
Carol works part time at McDonald's and carries a coin purse that holds her lunch money. She'd
lost it in the storm, but sure enough, one of the players found it while clearing through rubble in
the house. He returned it with her $5 inside.
"So much of the news you hear is so negative," Patricia said. "But those boys renewed my faith
that there are so many good people in the world."
Once the players turned what had been ajunkyard back into what resembled her sister's
property, Patricia broke down in tears.
"Where do we begin without all of these people coming in, like the football team, everyone?"
she said. "Where does a person begin without their help?

"Yesterday this stuff was strewn everywhere. And in just a few hours ... look what they've done.
It's amazing. Alii can say is I love them all, and I wish I could send a thank-you card to each
one of them."
Once a volunteer crew has cleared a property, it's the Samaritan's Purse tradition to give the
homeowners a Bible and join them in a group prayer. With piles of debris lining the street, the
players joined hands with Carol Mann and her family. One by one, the volunteers then signed the
first few pages of the Bible. The first signature came from a man who arrived by caravan
midway through the cleanup.
"Jay Nixon, the Governor of the Show-Me State," he signed in big looping letters. "God bless."

•
By 4:30, it was time to pile back on the bus. The players had cleared a couple lots. Thousands
were still untouched. Safety Kenronte Walker looked out at what seemed like a horizon of
rubble.
"Man, we did all that work, but it doesn't seem like we've done anything," he said. "It's like one
drop in the ocean. I wish we could come back."
The players were pooped. A Prius with Kansas plates pulled up, and the driver rolled down his
window and playfully yelled, "Rock Chalk Jayhawk!"
The players smiled as he pulled away. Some barely noticed. Others sat quietly, scraping at the
crust of grime covering their arms and legs. This neighborhood could have been any of theirs
back home. Will Ebner's in Friendswood, Texas. Matt Hochs in Harlan, Iowa. Kemp's in St.
Louis.
"It's stunning," defensive end Jacquies Smith said. "It's a sight to see if you've never seen
anything like this. For me, I've never experienced or seen any type of weather like this. It can
take away a lifetime of memories."
Sitting at the corner of 19th and Kansas, Smith leaned on a stop sign and watched his teammates
climb aboard the bus. An elderly woman had lived in a small house just a few feet away. Her
house was sucked into the twister and destroyed. She was missing for a few days, Patricia
Williams said, and later pronounced dead, one of 141 lives claimed by the country's deadliest
tornado since 1950.
"It's sad to see this type of thing happen to a community," Smith said. "Right now, I'm just
trying to soak it all in."
For a few hours, though, Smith uncovered something beneath the wreckage. He wasn't sure what
it was, but it felt good.

"We're working as a team, building unity," he said. "It all carries into the season. It creates a lot
oflifetime experiences. Guys like me, this being my last year, we can look back at this, this
experience. Going through it with my fellow teammates, this is great."
Reach Dave Matter at 573-815-1781 or e-mail dmanerzccolumbiarribune.com.
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Common Food Containers may Increase
Health Risks
llei/all Lynch

June 7, 2011 5:04 PM

COLUMBIA, Mo. (KMOX) - A chemical commonly used in food containers, may be more
harmful than originally thought.
Many manufacturers of baby products, including bottles and sippy cups, have removed the
compound Bisphenol A - commonly referred to as BPA. The concern is that the chemical can
leach out, causing development problems in young chi ldren,
Now researchers at the University of Missouri, Columbia think BPA could be dangerous
for adults as well. Associate Professor of biomedical sciences, Cheryl Rosenfeld, says their
experiments show BP A can build up in the body.
'The reason we think this might be happening... when animals and possibly humans are exposed
to it through their diet. it actually overwhelms the ability of the liver to metabolize BPA from its
active to inactive form."
Rosenfeld says BPA can be found in a variety of plastic, cardboard and paper food containers 
even in the lining of aluminum cans.
Scientist suspect it raises the risk of cancer, diabetes and neurological disorders because it
interferes with normal hormone production.
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Francis Quadrangle torn up from storm
•
sewer project
By Ellcn Tho!1llnesen
June 7,2011 110:17 a.m, CDT
COLUMBIA - Francis Quadrangle will be under construction until August as
crews replace a storm sewer pipe that began cracking.
The columns stand among piles of torn-up grass, mud and large piping, as Campus Facilities
works to replace the storm sewer pipe underground.
Campus Facilities' Landscape Services intended to start a project to solve drainage issues on
the south end of the quadrangle but after running tests, discovered that the storm sewer pipe
beneath the quadrangle was cracking prematurely, said Campus Facilities Director of
Communications Karlan Seville.
The pipe was installed in 1997 and should have lasted 50 years, but because of the premature
failure, the pipe manufacturer agreed to replace the pipe with a newer model, Seville said. The
installation is projected to cost $128,000.
The storm sewer pipe needs to be replaced before the drainage project can begin, Seville said.
"After the storm sewer pipe is replaced, the Landscape Services will go in and put a crown on
the center of the south section of the quad so the water drains better, so that the grass doesn't
die," Seville said. "They were supposed to do that project over spring break but had to put it
off because of the weather."
The contractor for the project is KBR, a global engineering, construction and services
company, but the storm sewer replacement is subcontracted by Emery Sapp and Sons, an
infrastructure contractor for the Midwest. The drainage project will cost $66,000 in addition
to the pipe replacement.
"We're doing a lot of infrastructure on campus right now because our campus is an aging
campus," Seville said. "All work should be complete by Aug. 1 and will not impact students
this fall."

